
Once again Term 1 has flown by, and we suddenly find ourselves days 

before the term holidays. It’s amazing to think that what only feels like a 

few weeks ago we welcomed students back for the start of the school 

year.  

It has been wonderful seeing the growth of all our students as they have 

transitioned to new classes with new staff and new play areas and 

programs. To all our new students well done to you all for transitioning into 

a new school, this can be daunting and takes a lot of courage to try 

something new. I would especially like to recognise our new prep 

students who have settled into their school life era, the next big step for 

them will be attending 5 days a week in Term 2. 

This Friday is Good Friday and therefore a Public Holiday. Term 1 will 

conclude on Thursday at 2:30pm and school buses will collect your child 

from school half an hour earlier on Thursday to start the holidays. Expect 

your child to also arrive home half hour earlier than their normal bus drop off times.  

Many families have requested to pick up their child from school on the last day of term and have 

enquired what time would work best. Anytime is possible however from 2pm often works best for most 

classes on this day. 

Finally, I would like to wish everyone relaxing and restful holidays. I hope that everyone 

manages to find the time to do something together as a household and enjoy each other’s 

company. We look forward to seeing everyone return to school on Monday 15th of April for 

what I am sure will be another action-packed term of learning. 

 MARCH 
Thursday 28th 

• Last Day of Term 1, 

2:30pm finish

APRIL 
Monday 15th 

• First Day of Term 2
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Our Commitment to Child Safety 
Warragul & District Specialist School is committed to safety and wellbeing of all children and young people. This will be the primary focus of our care and decision-making. Warragul 
& District Specialist School has zero tolerance for child abuse. 

Warragul & District Specialist School is committed to providing a child safe environment where children and young people are safe and feel safe, and their voices are heard about 
decisions that affect their lives. Particular attention will be paid to the safety of children with a disability as well the cultural safety of Aboriginal children and children from culturally 
and/or linguistically diverse backgrounds. 

Every person involved in Warragul & District Specialist School has a responsibility to understand the important and specific role he/she plays individually and collectively to ensure 
that the wellbeing and safety of all children and young people is at the forefront of all they do and every decision they make. 

Dear Students and Families It is with much sadness we inform the 

school community that Senior student Olivia Colbourne passed 

away last week.   

We have many happy memories of Olivia, who had the most 

beautiful smile and awesome sense of humour.  Olivia loved her 

friends, St Kilda Footy Club, nature, and Zac Efron!  

Olivia joined WDSS in 2020  was to graduate this year - her 

joyful and vibrant personality enriched both staff and 

students lives and we will always remember her and miss 

her very much.   

Our heartfelt condolences go to her parents Kelly and 

Nigel and younger sisters Leah and Holly.  Kelly and Nigel 

have been staunch advocates for not only Olivia but all 

people with disabilities. 



This morning we were treated to an awesome 

performance by our Drama students! We had both 

individual and group performances - including solo’s 

by Kayden, Seth, Melvin and Michael. 

Drama is wonderful for building up confidence which 

was very evident today. It was wonderful to see the 

audience of students, staff and family members join in 

on the fun! 

A BIG thank you to Michelle from BE Performing Arts for 

working with our students and helping them shine ! 

https://www.facebook.com/BEPerformingArts?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUhr2hV6iC1j54x0XTQlsUPY8Q-jkA5ZNehnzaAq3GJjgytBrBwD3384XwRfNiw2vq0XMNRsGBteJF9B6tuZrSfERQ5IcX2cv-QCtOPmaAUiVeMOYy-lR96yKX34LqhsbF-d8UN0attRjshCofUOkXg89_jehUYmz_hypbSORNVg9H3uAAOpSku4R_yB0LXtl4&__tn__


In Health this week, Room 8 explored and identified food as food to eat "sometimes" 

and food to eat "often". Some of us practised sorting these foods into their food 

groups! After that, we practiced following instructions from a recipe to make pizza! 

Well done, Room 8!  

- Maira 

 

 

 



Both Ken and I are so very grateful 
to you and your staff and children for 
all the work you have done for 
us.  What you do in a day would take 
months for us to do and then we 
probably wouldn't get it done.  

Ruth & Ken 

Our Monday Landcare group received a lovely thank 

you letter for helping out with some gardening and 

tidying up.  It is fantastic to see this program reaching its 

intended purpose of Community Connections.  Well 

done Senior Team! 

The Senior Information Night / Post School Options Expo was held last 

Wednesday. The night is a big event on the calendar for Seniors and a 

very important night where parents can discover the many options 

available to their students when they finish school. 

 

Due to lots of work by Zoe and Sue, the night was another big success!    

 

The big highlight of the night was having former student Jaime give her 

detailed insight into what she has been up to since leaving school - 

what an AMAZING young woman she is! 

 

Thank you to Zoe, Sue and Senior Staff for helping to create 

another great night! 



Thank you to the 15 agencies who attended 

and provided great insight into what they can 

offer: 

Baw Baw LLEN; Best Fit Disability; Cassidy Crew; 

Interact; Interchange; Knoxbrooke; Latrobe 

Valley Enterprise; Life Skills Moe; Maxima; 

Rooster Tours; SASI; SCOPE; That Disability 

Company; The Bridge; Yooralla 



Jolene hard at work, 

counting her Pom poms 

during morning routine. Well 

done Jolene!  

RDA this week. Savanna 

enjoyed horse riding.   

Lottie cooking today  

Haven is working on her 

pencil control.  

Erin's finished rainbow 

is hanging on the 

class window.  

Today, Dean helped with cooking. 

We made pizzas. Dean’s choice 

was ham and cheese.  





The Victorian Government  has invested $1.5 million from the 
Recreational Fishing Licence Trust Fund to provide up to 95,000 

Little Angler Kits to primary school aged children in Victoria. 

All WDSS students born from 2013 - 2018 are eligible to receive a FREE Little Angler 

Kit.  Please contact the school by 20th March if you would like a kit.  Please note: 

parents are required to pick up the kits from the school as they cannot go home 

on buses. 

Any remaining kits will then be 

offered to older students. 

Fishing kits should be stored 

securely at home in a place where 

children cannot access it, and 

children should be supervised by 

an adult when using the kit and 

when spending time around 

water.  The kits include a rod, reel 

with line, tackle tray, some tackle 

and information on how to use 

them to catch a fish. Please note 

that the tackle tray includes fishing hooks and lead sinkers. The tackle tray will be 

wrapped in cardboard and placed inside a pocket inside the fishing kit bag, 

which will be sealed with a cable tie to discourage students from opening their 

kits until they are with a parent or carer.  

The Little Angler hub on the Victorian Fisheries Authority website, has safety 

information, instructional videos and online resources about where and how to 

fish. Access via this link: Victorian Fishing Authority Little Angler Kits 

 

This initiative aims to grow recreational fishing participation in Victoria by 
actively encouraging primary school aged children to learn how to fish, as 

well as learning more about marine life and the natural environment. 

https://vfa.vic.gov.au/recreational-fishing/featured/old/little-angler-kit-project?gad_source=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIkcXL04fchAMV0BuDAx3gJwImEAAYASAAEgJc-_D_BwE




ELLA 
Being a LEARNER and 

completing her literacy and 
numeracy, and being 

respectful towards staff and 
students.  

ZOEY 
For being a LEARNER and 

setting a new personal record 

for completing 2 pages of 

writing without a break! 

 

 

 

 

LAYLA 
Layla for being RESPECTFUL 
by helping her friends and 

being a learner by wearing 
her hearing aide! 

ZAK 
For being a LEARNER and 

exploring new items in 

Sensory rice.   

 

 

 

 

SHONA 

For exploring her 

community on Monday 

Programs.  

JAYDEN 

For always trying his best at 

sport.  

 

 

 

 

WILL 
For his hard work and 

positive attitude in 

canteen. 

 

 

JOSIAH 

For always showing WDSS 

values and trying his best.  

LOCHLAN 

For being a LEARNER and 

always looking to challenge 

himself with his maths work.  

 

 

 

 

WDSS Zone ID Barcode: 

C2000010419 














