
The Christmas countdown has begun with just 2.5 weeks to go before the end 

of the 2019 school year. The staff and students are working hard to finish 

projects and programs. In addition to this, many classrooms will be heading off 

to excursions and partaking in lots of fun and exciting end of year activities. 

The main office looks very festive with their Christmas decorations up and 

sparkling, as do many classrooms. 

Our graduates have left this morning for a 2-night camp to Garfield, which will 

include the movies, a visit to Fountain Gate and Gumbuya World. We know 

they will have a Fabulous time. All other students working in the senior area in 

2020 will spend the next few days trying on sizes for their senior jumpers. Kerry 

will send order forms home by next week for families to purchase ready for 

next year. 

Throughout this term, we have been supporting students and families who 

have been transitioning into our school. Next Tuesday the 10th of December is 

the State-wide School Transition Day all ‘new’ incoming students will spend the 

day at our school and it will be our first 2020 class orientation. All the students 

will find out their classes and spend time from 1.45pm to 2.30pm with them. 

The following Wednesday the 18th December from 9.30am – 12.00pm we will 

spend more time in our 2020 classes giving students further opportunity to 

meet and spend time with their new classmates, teacher/s and support staff. 

Next Thursday the 12th of December is our school concert with the theme - The 

Great Outdoors. This event will be held on our school oval with parking 

available on Burke St and Warragul Regional College. Our school car park will 

be reserved for cars with disability parking stickers. The PFA will be running a 

Sausage Sizzle and selling other yummy snacks. We are lucky enough to have 

the Gippsland Jersey Milkshake Van coming along and selling $4 milkshakes 

on the night too! 

Students are asked to arrive by 6.20pm for a 6.30pm start. Please bring along 

fold up chairs and/or picnic blankets to sit on. Students are 

expected to sit with their families and will be called up before 

their item. We are looking forward to a GREAT night and hope 

to see you all there! 

Keep Smiling and have a Super week, 

  

DECEMBER 
Wed 4th - Fri 6th  

 Graduates Camp

Tuesday 10th  

 PFA Social Lunch, 

Drouin Family Hotel

Wednesday 11th 

 Graduates Lunch

Thursday 12th 

School Concert,  

6:00pm start 

Friday 20th 

 Last Day of Term 4 

12:30pm finish
 

JANUARY 
2020 

Thursday 30th 

 First Day of Term 1
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We are thrilled to announce that the votes are in and our  

2020 School Captains are Jaime & Lily  

2020 Vice Captains are Shakira & Jack !  

Congratulations on this fantastic achievement, we are so proud to 

have you represent our school in 2020!  



Room 1 recently headed off to camp spending Monday at Healesville 

Sanctuary, and Tuesday at the wave pool at Fountain Gate and KFC for 

lunch. Students had a great time and were keen to write about their 

experiences.  





The Book fair was a HUGE success selling $1195 worth of books. This means that we now 

have $300 in commissions to buy books, teaching resources or educational equipment 

from Scholastic Australia next year. 

It is successful thanks to the support the whole school community provides so thankyou 

to the staff who agree to have their staff room totally disrupted for nearly 2 weeks and 

special thanks to everyone who came to the book fair whether you purchased any-

thing or not. 

Next year the Book Fair has already been slotted in to arrive on November 19th and the 

Very Cranky Bear will be visiting to celebrate the week. Jot the date in your diaries and 

I will look forward to seeing you all again there. 

Thanks again!     

Glenda Gray 



We went to the wetlands in Buln Buln to look at frogs and tadpoles. It was fun, 

but Sky got her feet wet. We caught tadpoles and put them back.  

Liz brought her own tadpoles from her horse’s trough. We put them in a tank. 

We fed them fish food and we watched them swim. They got bigger. They de-

veloped little back legs. Then they grew arms and started hopping every-

where. Liz took the froglets back to their habitat.  

 

 

 



Frog Habitat by Neyliana  
Frog and life cycle by Sky  

Frogs by Maxx  

 

 

 



Successful parent info sessions were held last week. Parents of senior students were 

informed about our transition pathways programs . Manda and Noella from Waverley 

Industries spoke to parents about their work experience and employment programs. 

10 students will be attending once a week next year. We all then headed down to 

BawBaw Skills Centre where a very enthusiastic Rod Dunlop, Manager of the centre, 

led parents through the history of the centre and benefits for our students. We then 

went on a tour of the facilities and saw students at work. It was a very positive 2 

sessions. Thank you to Anne ,OT for her valuable contribution and support of these 

Senior programs. 

Stay tuned- Senior School info session will take place in Term 1 for all families of Senior 

students.  

Any queries regarding senior school please contact Sue at school. 

Senior school is looking forward to a productive and exciting 2020. 

- Sue DeSilva  

Catherine has been busy making School 

Value mascots for classes - Room 3 were very 

happy to receive their Bee ! 



Some of our Senior Students 

recently visited classmate 

Nathan in hospital.  Nathan has 

had quiet a long stint recovering 

form illness and everyone has 

really missed him, so it was great 

to catch up and tell him 

everything that has been 

happening back at school.  The 

staff at the hospital were very 

impressed with the way our 

students conducted themselves 

- being SAFE and RESPECTFUL to 

staff and other patients ! 

Abby from Room 21came to school with a lovely new haircut, after 

complimenting her on how great it looked she told us she had grown her 

hair to donate it - well done Abby on thinking of how you can help others 

in need! 

On Saturday 30th I got a haircut 
and donated my long hair to some 
kids.  Because the medicine they use 
for cancer makes them lose their 
hair.  The hair donated is used for 
wigs. 



The School Canteen student’s went 

into Melbourne on Thursday to meet 

with staff from the charity CANTEEN. 

CANTEEN  caters for teenagers 

diagnosed with cancer. They provide 

support and counselling and fun activities for the teenagers.  

We donated the profits from the whole year of our school canteen which 

was a whopping $3,400 ! 

At the start of the year we discussed which charity we wanted to support 

and we chose CANTEEN. Our senior students: Paige, Kieran, Liam, Malachy, 

Bernadette, William J, Troy and Anna have worked hard all year and were 

very excited to donate such a big 

amount.  Michelle, Maddie, myself  and our 

volunteer Emmit were very proud of how the 

students interacted with the CANTEEN staff. 

We discussed our new school values of Be 

Safe, Be Respectful and Be a Learner. We 

had a lovely lunch out at a 

Japanese Restaurant. Well 

done to all those involved!  

- Kim Rakip 

$3,400 donated to CANTEEN  

- what an awesome effort!!  

Liam presented the cheque 



Recently we were advised that graduating student Kieran had been 

nominated for the 2019 WGTTA Young People’s Excellence Awards.  

We are very proud to announce that at the Finalists Presentation 

Evening last Thursday Kieran was announced as the winner of the 

Special Trades Pathway Section!  Kieran was presented with a $100 

voucher by a representative from the Victorian Skills Commissioner.   

Kieran's parents Jeanette and Adrian along with WDSS staff were there 

to congratulate him! 

Thanks to Deb W for lending Charlie 

a stand for his communication 

device. He has been loving having 

consistent access to his AAC. It is 

lovely to see Charlie and Savanna 

communicating with each other 

using Proloquo2Go.  



JORDAN 

Being a LEARNER and 

eating a whole  mini 

quiche in cooking! 

 

 

HAILEY 
Being a  LEARNER by 

taking turns in the Snap 
game and following the 

rules 

 

 

 

JAYDEN 

Being a RESPECTFUL 
classmate and a 

wonderful helper in the 
classroom  

 

 

MELVIN 

Being SAFE by always 

listening to instructions 

 

 

BERNADETTE 

Being RESPECTFUL, great 
peer support during 
Athletic Sports Day 

 

 

LIAM 
Being RESPECTFUL by assisting 

with Athletic Sports Day. 

Running activities and peer  

support. 

 

 

SETH 
Being a LEARNER by working 

consistently, making good 
decisions and dedicating 

himself to his learning 

 

 

KEIRAN 
Being a  LEARNER by 

making positive learning 
choices all week and 
being a good friend 

 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE - 2020 Pupil Free Days 
 

Tuesday 28th January  

Wednesday 29th January 

Friday 13th March  

Friday 8th May 

NB: Students commence Term 1 on Thursday 30th January  



Thursday 12th December 

School Oval at 6:00pm 

BYO camp chairs / picnic rug 

 



WARRAGUL & DISTRICT SPECIALIST SCHOOL 
PARENT PAYMENT POLICY 

 
Context: 
The Education & Training Reform Act 2006 empowers school councils to charge parents for goods and services used in the 
course of instruction of their children, as well as to raise funds.   Free instruction includes learning and teaching, instructional 
supports, materials and resources, administration and facilities associated with the provision of the standard curriculum 
program. 

 
The Principal and school council are responsible for developing a school-level policy which covers three payment 
categories: 
Essential Education Items which parents and guardians are required to provide or pay the school to provide eg:  

 Materials that the student takes possession of such as student stationery 

 Materials for learning and teaching where the student takes possession of the finalised article such as cooking, 

woodwork, textiles 

 Travel costs incurred in the course of receiving instruction from a teacher or other person 

Optional Extras & Electives are those that are offered to all students on a user pays basis and parents can choose whether 
or not their child participates eg:, swimming, bowling, horse-riding, camps, sailing, extra curriculum excursions.  If parents or 
guardians choose to access these optional programs for students, they will be required to pay for them. 
Voluntary Financial Contributions which are non-compulsory donations for specific projects. eg: Building Trust, Library Trust 
etc. 

PAYMENT ARRANGEMENTS AND METHODS  
 Payment can be made electronically via the schools bank account. 

 Payment can be made at the school office noting that the school does not have epos.  

 If payment is sent in with students it must be in a secure envelope clearly labelled. 

 Second hand and low cost options e.g. school clothing pool, low cost suppliers.   

 Centrepay – is a free, voluntary service for Centrelink customers to pay expenses such as education fees and expenses.  

This can be arranged through the school office. 

 CSEF – Families may be eligible for Health care card if they receive specific commonwealth payments or supplements or 

the maximum rate of family Tax benefit A. The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) will provide payments for 
eligible students to attend camps, sports and excursions. Families holding a valid means-tested concession card or 
temporary foster parents are eligible to apply. $125 per year will be paid for eligible primary school students, with $225 
per year paid for eligible secondary school students. Payments will go directly to the school and be tied to the student. 

 State Schools Relief – families must have a Health care card or be faced with extreme circumstances. Families receive a 

Uniform package on the commencement of school and when the student reaches the age of thirteen. 

 "Our school will consider requests for partial or full refunds of payments made by parents on a case-by-case basis taking 

into account the individual circumstances. Generally we will not be able to refund payments made for items purchased 
or costs that have already been paid where those funds have already been transferred to a third party. For example, 
camp costs when a child becomes unwell and cannot attend in circumstances where the payment has already been 
made or committed to a third party and no refund is available to the school. Where possible, we will make this clear to 
parents at the time of payment." 

Implementation and Administration 
The principal is responsible for the implementation and administration of this policy.  This includes: 

 Ensuring this policy is communicated within the school and that all staff are familiar with and adhere to it. 

 Items that students consume or take possession of are accurately costed. 

 Ensuring parents are provided with a reasonable period of notice for payment of essential, optional or voluntary 

financial contributions. Access to payment plans, centrepay etc. 

 The advice to parents/guardians provides a clear description of the payment categories and which category items fall 

under and that where appropriate, parents/guardians have the option of purchasing certain items themselves. 

 Unpaid Optional Extras payments may compromise a student’s ability to be involved in the optional activity in the future. 

 The status and details of any payments or non-payments by parents and guardians are kept strictly confidential. 

 Parents experiencing financial difficulties will be provided with alternative payment options and invited to contact the 

principal if they wish to discuss these options. 

 Under no circumstances can collectors of any type be used by schools to obtain any funds from parents or guardians. 

 A copy of the Parent Payment Policy is provided to all parents. 

CONSIDERATION OF HARDSHIP 
 Matthew Hyde (Principal) & Cheryl Lee (Business Manager) are the nominated parent payment contact persons who 

parents can communicate with by phone, email or in person about their financial situation and related difficulties in 
making payments. 

 The processes for meeting/communicating with parents experiencing hardship, including information to be provided. 

COMMUNICATION WITH FAMILIES 
  Parent Payment Policy and Implementation is available from the school office.  

  Parent  Payment Policy will be sent home annually. 

MONITORING AND REVIEW OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE POLICY 
The school council will monitor the implementation of the policy, identify the factors/measures to be taken into account, 
such as transparency of processes and engagement with parents.  The policy will be reviewed In November annually.  
 

       This policy was last ratified by School Council in November 2019  


