
 

AUGUST  

Thursday 26th 

• Wear your Words Day  

 

SEPTEMBER  

Friday 17th 

• Last Day of Term 3 

 

Welcome to week 7! 

How quickly things can change!  Whilst it was a somewhat unexpected 

lockdown, we have been here before and feel like we have all of the 

structures in place to enable student learning to continue.   

Thank you to all our parents and carers for reading and acting upon the 

text messages and emails over the weekend.  It certainly made our job 

easier coming in on Monday. 

To clarify, the school guidelines for this lockdown are as follows:  

Where a parent or carer deems that a student with a disability is 

vulnerable because they cannot learn from home and/or informs the 

school that the student is vulnerable due to family stress, the school will 

provide on-site supervision for the student.  

It is important to note that families are required to let the school know, via 

a phone call to the office, prior to their child attending. It is also 

important to understand that your child may not be with their usual class, 

or their usual teacher.  No excursions or external programs will be running 

during this time. 

If your child is participating in remote and flexible learning at home, then 

your child’s teacher will be in contact with you regularly to discuss your 

child’s learning and any concerns or celebrations you may have. 

On Thursday, we are having a “Wear Your Words Day” to celebrate 

Speech Pathology Week.  Students are encouraged to dress up in their 

outfit, whether learning from home or at school.  We would love to see 

any photos of students who have dressed up in our theme.  Please email 

them through and we will include in our next newsletter. 

As a school community we continue to follow COVID safe procedures.  

Please remember that if you child is unwell, they must stay at 

home until they are symptom free.   

We hope you have a great week  
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Make coloured rice for sensory play - 

recipe on Page 5 

 

 

 

 

How to set up a calming cubby -  

Top Tips from the Ot’s on Page 8 





Next Thursday 26th August, WDSS is 

celebrating another "Wear your 

Words" day to celebrate our use of 

and raise awareness about all 

things related to Augmentative and 

Alternative Communication (AAC) 

in Speech Pathology week.  

Even in Remote Learning we encourage staff and students and take part 

and to wear their AAC system, a t-shirt with some words on it, or their “I 

have something to say” wrist band.  Prizes are on offer for the most creative 

ways of "wearing your words".  Please send your photos into the school. 

Lachy and Rachel at last years 

Wear your Words Day 



Room 4 have been looking at books by Alison 

Lester this term. Last week we looked at her 

book called ‘Roar’. Students enjoyed tearing up 

paper to make manes to put on their lions to 

display in our classroom. Everyone did a 

fantastic job! - Jess 



 

 

 

HOW TO MAKE COLORED RICE FOR SENSORY PLAY  
 

In Room 21 we have made coloured rice. It’ s easy and cheap to do and the kids 

have loved it.  

 

YOU WILL NEED:  

 

• White rice 

• Vinegar 

• Food Colouring 

• Fun sensory bin items like dinosaurs. 

• Scoops and small cups for dumping and filling 

 

 

STEP 1:  Measure 1 Cup of rice into a container. 

 

STEP 2:  Next add 1 Teaspoon of Vinegar. You can also try lemon juice instead of 

vinegar, but I’ve found vinegar gives a brighter colour.  

 

STEP 3:  Now add as much food colouring as desired (deeper colour = more food 

colouring). 

  

ANGE’S TIPS & TRICKS TO DYING RICE 

→ You can make more coloured rice if desired just adjust the measurements. Or 

you can do several colours in different containers and mix them together for a 

rainbow them 

→ The rice is usually dry in an hour if you stick to one cup per paper towel. I find the 

colour is distributed the best this way too. 

→ For some sensory bins, I have made graded shades of colours for a fun twist.  This 

has also allowed me to experiment with how much food colouring to use per 

cup of rice to achieve desired shades! 

→ Store your rice in takeaway containers or zip lock bags 

when finished and reuse often.  

 

We’d love to see any photos you have of students enjoying 

making and playing with this rice, please send any photos to 

the school email.  
 

 



Senior school round up!   

Tutoring Program - targeted teaching with Liam and Will, Liz supporting the boys 

in literacy activities. 

Sue snapped this fantastic 

photo of Erin - exploring the 

use of smart boards- creating 

colours and shapes. 



More art in the garden for our creative workers this 

week! The students were keen to carry on working 

with beads so we made more bird bath saucers and 

they really shone in the sunshine which was great to 

see. The bird baths will sit on top of plant pots so we 

had a go at painting those and also experimented 

with fixing mosaic tiles on them with a hot glue gun. 

We also started installing a garden weaving frame but first of all we had to move some 

very large rocks and dig two deep holes – but luckily we had some strong students on 

hand to help! After the holes were dug we placed a terracotta pipe in each one, put 

the weaving frame in the pipes and back-filled them with soil. Our next task will be to 

put string on the frame so that leaves and flowers can be woven through – we may 

even put some beads in there too! 

The bead curtain activity is still a favourite and some of the students have been taking 

supplies home – if you’d like some please let me know and we can put together a 

package for you too (including staff!)  

Middle school students were back into the clay this week which was great fun! I found 

lots of different tools to use and the favourites were a pizza cutter and a garlic press 

which made clay ‘noodles’ – yum! A few of the students let their imaginations run wild 

and made all sorts of characters which will soon be ready to paint. 

LPs this week were Sixties soul (my favourite!) and Simon and Garfunkel’s Bridge Over 

Troubled Water - that music is more than 50 years old and it still sounds fresh! 

Lockdown means no creative working for two weeks but try and 

stay arty wherever you are ☺. 



How to make a Calming Cubby 

Many of our students love a cosy retreat for some quiet time on their own. 

Here are the steps to make one at home 

1.  When choosing a location, select a small, quiet spot in your house, or perhaps 

on the verandah, that you can leave set up for a few days. 

2.  To give your cubby structure: 

• Consider how to give it walls and a roof, a door is optional. You might choose: 

→ Under a table (dining table or card table) with a sheet over the top. 

→ Behind the couch 

→ A small pop-up tent 

→ A large cardboard box 

→ A tee-pee  

3.  Make it comfy by adding some pillows and blankets. 

4.  Add some sensory extras to customise it, some ideas might be: 

• A chewy toy 

• A weighted pillow 

• Some fidgets 

• A torch 

• A spinning light-up toy 

• A musical toy or device 

• An iPad 

• Headphones 

 

 

 

 

NOTE:  a Cosy Cubby is a positive place and should be 

somewhere that your child chooses to go.  Cosy cubbies 

work best when the child has choice about when they 

use it and when they come out.  Cosy cubbies are not 

be a place for ‘time out” or punishment. 

 

Fun and easy lockdown tips 

from Anne and Alice……. 

Top TIPS from OT 



Students used wire and foil to create Olympic athletes. They look fantastic! 

Can you match the sport to the sculpture? 

Fencing   Judo   Surfing   Gymnastics   BMX   Tennis   Weightlifting  

Don’t forget to watch 

the Paralympics for 

some truly inspiring 

action - commencing 

tonight ! 



MICHAEL 

 Being a great LEARNER 

with his maths graph. 

SEBASTIAN 

Being SAFE - listening to the 

teachers. 

 

 

MICHAEL 

 Being a great LEARNER 

and a good boy in his new 

class. 

JACOB 

Being a great LEARNER by 

following instructions and 

being a good example to his 

peers.  

 

 

 

 

DAKOTA 

Being a LEARNER and 

touching base with the 

class and coming to school. 

 

 

JACK 

Being a RESPECTFUL 

LEARNER - awesome 

dance moves in Drama. 

 

 

WILLIAM 

 Being a good LEARNER 

Working well at Baw Baw 

Skills, shopping and maths. 

RESPECTFUL for being a good 

friend. 

 

 

RYAN 

Being a good RESPECTFUL 

LEARNER  in maths. Listening to 

and following instructions from 

the teacher. 

 

 

GRACE 

Being a LEARNER and trying 

her best with her writing.  

NATHAN 
Being a good RESPECTFUL 

LEARNER at Hopeworks, 

shopping, cooking, maths 

and taking on ideas for 

relationship building. 

 

 

BRENDAN 

Being a SAFE LEARNER - 
stretching and movement 

with Shane during his therapy 
time.  

 

 

WILL  

Being RESPECTFUL helping 

out students and being 

positive. 

For being a LEARNER and 

passing his practice Learner’s 

test twice !   

Well done Will ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 

 
 

Student arrival at school will continue to be staggered in 2021. Please 

ensure you refer to the below timetable for times and locations. Staff will be 

situated at each designated pick up and drop off location. 

 

The Main Office Foyer is still under social distancing rules and can only 

accommodate 6 adults in this space at one time.  Please consider  this 

when visiting the school.  

 

When picking up or dropping off Junior students please wait outside 

near the bollards after letting the office know you have arrived. 
 

Sanitiser is provided upon entry, please use this. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Mor n i n g 
Who When Where 

Drop-off Buses 9:00 – 9:15am Bus Circle 

Juniors School 9:10 – 9:20am Outside Main office 

Middle school 9:10 – 9:20am 
Oval gate  

(through main carpark) 

Senior School 9:20 – 9:30am Main Portable Yard gate 

Care Needs Individual arrangements 

A f t e r n o o n 
Who When Where 

Pick-up Buses 3:00 – 3:15pm Bus Circle 

Juniors School 2:50 – 3:00pm Outside Main office 

Middle school 2:50 – 3:00pm 
Oval gate  

(through main carpark) 

Senior School 3:10 – 3:20pm Main Portable Yard gate 

Care Needs Individual arrangements 


