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SCENE: A traditional tale explaining how bears came to have 
stumpy tails.

ROLES (4): Narrator 1, Narrator 2, Bear, Fox

READER AGES: 6 years and over

NARRATOR 1:   One day, Bear was out on the ice. While he was there, 
he met Fox.

NARRATOR 2:   Fox had a long string of fish. He had stolen them.

BEAR:   Hello Fox. Where did you get those lovely fish? They look 
delicious!

FOX:   Hello, Bear. I caught them, of course!

BEAR:   I wish I knew how to catch fish. Do you think you could teach 
me how?

FOX:   Why certainly. It’s easy! Anyone can catch fish if they know how!

NARRATOR 2:   Bear was excited. He didn’t know that he was about to 
be tricked by the nasty Fox.

FOX:   To catch a fish, you must stick your tail down through a hole in 
the ice. Hold it there for a very long time.

BEAR:   What do I do then?

FOX:   Wait for your tail to feel heavy. When it feels heavy, you’ll know 
that you’ve caught a big load of fish.

NARRATOR 1:   The Bear did what the Fox told him. He went to the 
frozen pond and dug a hole in the ice.

NARRATOR 2:   Bear sat with his tail in the water for a very long time.

BEAR:  My tail is feeling heavy. I must have caught lots of delicious fish 
by now!
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NARRATOR 1:   Bear stood up. He was excited to see all the fish that he 
had caught.

NARRATOR 2:   Suddenly, he heard a loud SNAP!

BEAR:   What was that noise? Where are all my fish?

NARRATOR 1:    Bear looked down into the hole. His tail was floating on 
top of the icy water.

NARRATOR 2:   It had frozen solid and snapped off his body.

BEAR:   That horrible Fox tricked me! I will never trust a fox ever again!

NARRATOR 1:   Bear’s tail never grew back. It remains a little stump to 
this very day.

NARRATOR 2:   From that day forward, all the animals knew that they 
should never, ever trust a fox.

THE END
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COMPREHENSION

Why Bears Have Stumpy Tails - Super Six Questions

Why Bears Have Stumpy Tails
1. Describe a time that you have been tricked by someone.

2. How could you use the moral of the story in your own life?

3.  Is there anything you disliked about this story? What was it?

4.  Does this text make sense to you? Explain why or why not.

5.  Use the space below to draw the pictures you had in your mind while you were reading the 
text.

6.  Were you surprised by the ending of this text? Why? Why not?

Name:       Date:    



COMPREHENSION

Why Bears Have Stumpy Tails - QAR Questions

Why Bears Have Stumpy Tails

Name:       Date:    

Right There Think and Search

Author and Me On My Own

- In the Text - - In the Text - 

- In My Head - - In My Head - 

Who are the characters in the story? What happened when Bear put his tail 
through the hole?

Why won't Bear trust a fox ever again? Have you ever been tricked by 
someone? Explain what happened.


