
Women played a vital role during World War I. Large numbers of men 
had gone to �ght in the war, so women were recruited to �ll the jobs 
they had left behind. Many women also worked in military support roles 
as nurses.

The high demand for weapons resulted in the munitions (weapons and 
ammunition) factories becoming the largest employer of women 
during 1918.

At the start of the war, there was resistance to hiring women for what 
was seen as 'men's work'; however, once conscription (mandatory 
military service) was introduced in 1916, it was vital for women to 
be employed.

There was also an increase in employment rates for women in what were 
already traditional areas of women’s work – in the clothing and footwear, 
food, and printing sectors.

Between 1914 and 1918, women's employment rates nearly doubled. 
Women were paid less than men, resulting in a concern that returning 
soldiers would be out of work due to their higher wages. This proved 
false and many women were either sacked or remained on lower 
wages, while their male counterparts received higher pay. This wage 
inequality prompted many women to strike and demand an increase 
in pay.

Other women also played a signi�cant role in the war e�ort, 
undertaking fundraising and recruiting activities, as well as 
organising comfort packages for soldiers serving overseas.

WorLd WaR oNe
wOmEn iN

The Gallipoli Campaign was an attack on the Gallipoli peninsula 
during ______________, between April 25, 1915 and January 9, 
1916.

The Gallipoli ______________ was an important ______________ 
position during World War I. The British War Council suggested that 
Germany could be ______________  by attacks on her allies, Austria, 
Hungary and Turkey.

The______________  of the British Empire (including Australia and 
New Zealand) aimed to force a passage through the Dardanelles 
Strait and capture the Turkish capital, ______________.

At dawn on 25 April 1915, Anzac assault troops landed north of 
Gaba Tepe, at what became known as Anzac Cove, while the British 
forces landed at ______________ on the Gallipoli Peninsula.

The campaign was a ______________ but costly failure.

By December 1915 plans were drawn up to evacuate the entire 
force from Gallipoli. On 19 and 20 December, the evacuation of over 
142,000 men from Anzac Cove commenced and was completed 
three weeks later with minimal ______________.

In total, the whole Gallipoli campaign caused 26,111 Australian 
______________, including 8,141 deaths.

Since 1916 the anniversary of the landings on 25 April has been 
______________ as Anzac Day, becoming one of the most 
important national celebrations in Australia and New Zealand.


