
The Gallipoli Campaign was an attack on the Gallipoli peninsula 
during World War I, between 25 April 1915 and 9 January 1916.

The Gallipoli peninsula was an important tactical position during 
World War I. The British War Council suggested that Germany could 
be defeated by attacks on her allies, Austria, Hungary and Turkey.

The Allied forces of the British Empire (including Australia and New 
Zealand) aimed to force a passage through the Dardanelles Strait 
and capture the Turkish capital, Constantinople.

At dawn on 25 April 1915, Anzac assault troops landed north of 
Gaba Tepe, at what became known as Anzac Cove, while the British 
forces landed at Cape Helles on the Gallipoli Peninsula.

The campaign was a brave but costly failure.

By December 1915 plans were drawn up to evacuate the entire 
force from Gallipoli. On 19 and 20 December, the evacuation of over 
142,000 men from Anzac Cove commenced and was completed 
three weeks later with minimal casualties.

In total, the whole Gallipoli campaign caused 26,111 Australian 
casualties, including 8,141 deaths.

Since 1916 the anniversary of the landings on 25 April has been 
commemorated as Anzac Day, becoming one of the most important 
national celebrations in Australia and New Zealand.
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